
HILMA AF KLINT - THE TEMPLE

A NEW VIRTUAL REALITY EXPERIENCE PREMIERING AT KOKO DURING FRIEZE

10TH, 11TH & 13TH OCTOBER 2022

BOOKINGS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
EMAIL BOOKINGS@KOKO.UK.COM TO RESERVE A SLOT NOW

Presented by KOKO, Frieze, Acute Art and Stolpe Publishing

The Temple is a new virtual reality experience premiering at London’s KOKO during Frieze that
invites visitors into the spiritual world of esteemed Swedish artist and mystic, Hilma af Klint.
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Free and open to the public, opening times are Monday 10th October (11am - 5.30pm),
Tuesday 11th October (10am - 7pm), Thursday 13th October (10am - 12pm).

af Klint (1862 - 1944) is one of Sweden’s most prolific artists, known for her large-scale abstract
botanical and occult paintings. Widely regarded as a major artistic innovator and visionary, her
2019 exhibition ‘Paintings For The Future’ was the Guggenheim’s highest ever attended
exhibition in the museum’s history.

A devotee of esoteric Christinanity and member of several spiritual and occult movements, af
Klint dreamt of a spiral shaped building to house her most important works. Inspired by the
teachings of legendary German mystic Christian Rosenkreuz, she wished it to be built on an
island in Sweden but the idea never materialised, and the temple remained an imaginary
creation – until now.

More than a century later, af Klint’s vision has been brought alive through the power of
technology in the form of an immersive 360º VR experience at KOKO, that will take visitors on
a cosmic journey from the milky way, through enigmatic spirals in nature and into the
artist’s most important paintings.

The experience is free and open to the public. Through VR headsets, visitors will be taken on
an immersive journey through Hilma af Klint's world of art and will be transported into an
interpretation of the temple af Klint wanted to build for her paintings.

Hilma af Klint – The Temple is produced by Acute Art, world-leaders in art production in VR
and AR, who have shown original works by today’s most compelling artists including Marina
Abramovic, Jeff Koons, Anish Kapoor, Natalie Djurberg and more. It is released by Stolpe



Publishing in collaboration with Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation for Public
Benefit.

Concept – Daniel Birnbaum and Kurt Almqvist
Director – Marika Stolpe
Creative Director - Rodrigo Marques
Music - Andrew Sheriff

For listings

Hilma af Klint - The Temple

Opening times:
Monday 10th October from 11am to 4pm
Tuesday 11th October from 10am to 4pm
Thursday 13th October from 10am to 12pm



To reserve a slot, email bookings@koko.uk.com
KOKO, 1A Camden High St, London NW1 7JE

#############################

NOTES TO EDITORS

HILMA AF KLINT - CATALOGUE RAISONNÉ

Hilma af Klint (1862–1944) has taken the art world by storm – many decades after her death. Today, she
is one of the world’s most beloved artists. Born in Stockholm, Hilma af Klint studied at the Royal Academy
of Fine Arts. She established herself as a respected artist, exhibiting figurative paintings. Originally a
devout Christian she later became involved in spiritualism, and later followed a keen interest in the ideas
of Rudolf Steiner’s Rosicrucian theosophy and anthroposophy. These modes of spiritual engagement
were popular across Europe – especially in artistic and literary circles. In recent years, the interest in af
Klint’s esoteric paintings has grown, and in 2018 a large survey at the Guggenheim Museum in New York
became the best-attended exhibition in the history of the institution. The Catalogue Raisonné presents all
the important works of Hilma af Klint, many of which have never been exhibited.

ABOUT ACUTE ART

Acute Art is a London based art organisation directed by Daniel Birnbaum. It brings together renowned
international artists, new media and technology to produce and exhibit compelling, cutting edge visual
artworks in Virtual Reality (VR), Augmented Reality (AR) and Mixed Reality (MR).
Works produced include those by Marina Abramović, Lee Bul, Nathalie Djurberg & Hans Berg, Nina
Chanel Abney, Olafur Eliasson, Antony Gormley, Anish Kapoor, Bjarne Melgaard, Jeff Koons, KAWS,
Precious Okoyomon and others. The artworks are accessible through creative collaborations, with recent
exhibitions taking place in Basel, Buenos Aires, London, Melbourne, Montreal, New York, Singapore,
Seoul and Venice

ABOUT STOLPE PUBLISHING

Stolpe Publishing specialise in high quality non-fiction books on art, history and culture. Among them are
the recently released catalogue raisonné over Hilma af Klint in seven volumes. Stolpe Publishing was
founded in 2018 by Marika Stolpe and is part of the Axel and Margaret Ax:son Johnson Foundation for
Public Benefit.

ABOUT KOKO

After three years of construction and restoration, overcoming challenges of a biblical nature - a blazing
fire, colossal water damage and a global pandemic - Founder and CEO Olly Bengough has persevered
with his ground-breaking vision to redefine live music and entertainment, with a mission to support and
empower the next generation of musicians. Six years of planning saw Bengough working with loving care
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and attention on the planning and restoration of the new building alongside English Heritage, Camden
Council, Archer Humphryes Architects (Exterior architects - Chiltern Firehouse, The Peninsula Hotel, The
Standard) and Pirajean Lees (Interior architects - Bab Hotel Marrakesh, 105 Ibiza).   

The new KOKO includes the new Fly Tower ‘venue within a venue’; a 50 foot tall shaft housing the original
19th century machinery to operate the theatre stage, which was a surprise discovery during the
restoration process, and stands alone as an intimate, 200 capacity venue within the theatre itself. In a Fly
Tower show the artist performs facing the reverse, with the audience on surrounding balconies and on the
stage itself. The Luno, is a further stunning new multi format space at the top of the 19th century theatre
which has its own entrance and will host late night DJ shows, digital art exhibitions, and immersive
events. The Luno promises to deliver informative talks and workshops for the public, focusing on
decentralising technology, cryptocurrencies and how they are revolutionising the relationship between
music, artists and fans.

In addition to the theatre and the Fly Tower, KOKO will return with two new venues on the ground floor for
the public; a new shop/DJ space which will feature exclusive merch drops and artist collaborations, and a
morning to late-night pizzeria and tap bar, with Cafe KOKO hosting intimate live performances for artists.
KOKO returns with a new tiered membership offering. Those who become members of The House of
KOKO will give members access to: a stunning new roof terrace and conservatory, dome cocktail bar,
penthouse and recording studio, piano room, library, a hidden speakeasy, stage kitchen and vinyl rooms.
Further spaces within the members' floors will allow artists to perform in Ellen’s Jazz bar, acoustically on
the roof terrace, in the penthouse studio, in the dome or in the stage kitchen.

High-spec broadcasting, recording and live streaming capabilities have been built into the very fabric of
the Grade II listed theatre and its new four storey extension which spans 50,000 square feet, meaning
musicians now have access to a truly one-of-a-kind physical space and media facility. In the new KOKO,
artists can not only perform live in one of the many new spaces, but can co-produce, stream and
distribute their music to a global audience with the newly formed KOKO Studio, whilst a new KOKO radio
station will help break new and emerging artists.


